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                               Hero Women Professional Golf Tour 
November, 2011


  Rules and Regulations for members of the Players Division of the Women's Golf Association of India (Professional Golf)
Section 1: 

Members shall adhere to a Code of Ethics and Standards of Conduct

a) The Association enjoins upon its membership rigid observation of the following Code of Ethics: the name "Professional Golfer" or "Golf professional" is and must remain a pledge of-and synonym for - honor, service and fair dealing. Her professional integrity and fidelity to the game of golf and sense of responsibility to employers and employee, manufacturers, clients and sister professionals must transcend thought of material gain.
b) All members shall be bound by the following Standards of Conduct (except that Numbers 2 and 3 below shall not apply to members of the Association's Tournament division.
1. Promote golf by extending the many values inherent in the game to all skill levels, ages and economic groups through a variety of programs.
2. Devote sincere interest and attention while instructing students, thus encouraging maximum student effort and results in the teaching learning process.
3. Seek a position or change in employment only in a situation where vacancy is evident and with appropriate professional courtesies and respect extended to both employers and vacating professionals.
4. Offer courtesies and appropriate privileges to other professionals while accepting and utilizing similarly extended privileges without abuse or actions which might cause problems to the resident professional or other professionals
5. Make only constructive comments regarding fellow professionals, the association, its tournaments, sponsors and other affiliated parties, and dealing with all persons in a fair manner.
6. Meet all financial obligations promptly.

7. Publicize and promote attendance at programs and tournaments scheduled.
8. Accept the responsibilities necessary to enhance the Association by willingly taking an active role on its committees and by responding immediately to all inquiries necessary fro fulfillment of the Association's objectives.
9. Present an image through conduct and dress, this will gain respect as well as elevate the profession.
In order to contribute to the success of golfing events co-sponsored or approved by the association on days when any such event is scheduled, no members of the Association's Tournament Division may participate in any tournament, or other golfing event which is not approved by the Association except as provided in the Tournament Regulations .Any member who fails to comply, may be subject to fine, notified orally, if possible, and in writing signed by an Association Tournament Official. Suspension from play, suspension or revocation of membership, or a combination thereof. Prior to the imposition of any penalty (except under the rules of golf), the member shall have the right to appeal disciplinary action.

(A) Tournament Division
Applicants to the Association's Tournament Division must do the following:

a) A completed official application form accompanied by the stated fee and a letter or letters from recognized golf professionals supporting the applicant's tournament ability, must be submitted to the Association's headquarters.
b) Applicants may be required to qualify by competing over the course(s) designated at the time specified by the Association.
c) Applicants may be charged reasonable fees for services provided during qualifying.
d) Applicants must satisfactorily complete an examination on the USGA / R&A Rules of Golf.
e) 10 Foreign nationals who would like to join the Tournament Division may do so on a first come first serve basis. A reserve list will be monitored in case a vacancy occurs the player on the top of the reserve list will be informed by the Tour Manager.
f) Voting guidelines:

· WGAI Tour members who have played in a minimum of 1/3 of total events in the previous 12 months are eligible to vote.
· Conditional Card holders are not eligible to vote.

· A change to the Constitution requires a vote of 2/3 majority by Board Members.
g) Penalties for defaulting members leading to loss of membership:
· Failure to meet the Performance Standard.
· Violating the Code of Ethics or Standards of Conduct.

· Voluntarily by the member upon written notice to the Secretary General.

Section 2:   Official Money and Ranking Of Players 
Official: Prize money won in official tournaments: HERO Women’s Professional Golf Tour Prize money in WGAI co-sponsored tournaments shall be distributed in accordance with the formula adopted by the WGAI, unless otherwise determined by the WGAI for particular tournaments.
a) The Minimum No. of professional players in the field, for any leg to be held is 12.

b) Cap of 20 Professional players will be maintained through the 2011-12 season

c) Prize Money payout as follows:

	  No. of Pro Players
	%age
	Payout Spots

	12
	66%
	8

	13
	66%
	9

	14
	66%
	9

	15
	66%
	10

	16
	66%
	11

	17
	66%
	11

	18
	66%
	12

	19
	66%
	13

	20
	66%
	13


d) Playing field:  Professional golf players who have registered to play the event are to be considered for prize money payouts.

e) Membership of Tour: Membership of Tour has no bearing on playing field.

Important Note:

1. The declared prize money payout up to 10th spot will remain unaffected. While all Prize Money payouts over 10th spot will be given out of the WGAI Welfare Fund, whenever applicable.
2. Welfare fund does not attract TDS and hence no deduction of TDS and further issuance of form16 for the prize money payouts over 10th spot.
f) 20% TDS (Tax deducted at source) will be levied for all players from prize money not holding an Indian PAN Card Number.
g) TDS Certificates will be issued for all players by the WGAI in the month of April after culmination of the tour. 


Unofficial: Certain prize money won by players in foreign/ invitational tournaments as determined by WGAI will be treated as unofficial.

Any prize money won in Pro-am events (unless approved by the WGAI).

Any prize money won in a tournament played as a partnership with only one score. 

Prize Money Awards will be given out annually for the following 

1. HERO Women’s Professional of the year ([image: image1.png]


 50,000)

2. HERO Rookie player of the year ([image: image2.png]


 25,000)

3. HERO Putter of the year ([image: image3.png]


 10,000)

Section 3:   Official Tournaments
a) All 54 hole events, with one practice round.
b) Professional players must inform the association at least 10 days in advance if they will not play in a scheduled event. A penalty of [image: image4.png]


 1000/- will be imposed if they fail to do so.
c) All events will be governed under the rules and regulations of the R&A.
d) Order of Merit for the Tour will be announced annually.
e) Dynamic Order of Merit will be considered for all National/ International tournament exemptions.
f) IGU qualified referees will be at all events.
g) WGAI official will travel with the tour to all venues and is the final authority on disputes with clubs, players and levying of fines.
h) Players to arrange their own accommodation with assistance from the WGAI Tour Manager.
i) In certain tournaments where WGAI may provide transport to and from the venue, accompanying wards and caddies will be charged for using the same.
j) PLAYING STANDARDS OF MAX SCORING:

Any tournament participant who records a score of +16 or over in the first round of a tournament must retire from the tournament. This regulation shall be 

implemented at the Tournament Director’s discretion having taken into 

consideration prevailing conditions.

k) Pairings and Starting times will be assigned by tournament officials of the WGAI. If a Pro-Am is conducted the sponsor has full responsibility for pairings of amateurs.
l) Caddies must wear caps and bibs provided by the sponsors. A player is responsible to ensure this and will be liable to a fine of [image: image5.png]


 500/- per round for breach.
m) A fine of [image: image6.png]


 1000/- will be imposed on a player for abusive language during course of play.
n) Pace of play will be strictly monitored and an additional fine of [image: image7.png]


1000/- along with disqualification will be enforced if so required.
o) 6 fine cards in one tour season will debar player from getting a Tour card for the following year's tour.
p) Practice regulations will be enforced and players are requested to adhere to the same at all events during practice.
q) Postponed rounds- If because of bad weather or other conditions the final round of a leg of the tour is postponed until the following day of the scheduled competition, a member must not withdraw from the event. The general objective in cases of suspended play is to complete as many rounds as possible at the scheduled time. The final objective is to finish the tournament on the schedule day. Penalty of [image: image8.png]


 5000/- will be imposed on the player concerned for the breach.
r) Attendance at all social functions of the events are mandatory. A Player failing to do so without a valid reason may be imposed [image: image9.png]


 1000/- fine.
s) Professional players may be called upon to conduct clinics at specific tournament venues as promotional activity of the WGAI at no cost to the association.
t) The WGAI will endeavor to run the HERO Women’s Golf Tour under the best possible circumstances available at all venues. 
u) During practice rounds players must strictly observe club rules. 
v) The WGAI will not be liable if a venue has to be changed due to unforeseen circumstances.

Section-4: Practice Regulation
a. Players are responsible for maintaining their position on the course with respect to the group ahead of them.
b. In a situation in which a member of a group behind the player is waiting to play, no practice putting, chipping shots or bunker shots are permitted. This regulation supersedes anything to the contrary herein.
c. Practice putting is permitted.
d. One other ball may be played from a tee or to a green in addition to the original ball. Only two chip shots or two bunker shots may be played on a given hole. 
e. In general all practice rounds should begin on hole #1
f. Local club rules are to be strictly adhered too (unless otherwise posted).
g. When starting a practice round, players should wait until the group in front has reached the putting green of the hole before teeing off. 
h. Players may practice at the site during the tournament during the week without specific approval of the WGAI officials, entirely at their own arrangements with the concerned club authorities by paying green fees. 
i. Any additional Practice Regulations posted shall be incorporated herein by reference.
j. The WGAI Tournament Director will be responsible for determining hole locations, placement of tee markers and all course markings.

Section 5:  Caddy Regulations
· Contestants in WGAI (Pro Golf) co-sponsored events shall employ caddies for all practice rounds, pro-am rounds and tournament rounds. Golf carts will only be used when permitted by the tournament committee.
· Players who wish to bring their own caddies to a co- sponsored event by the WGAI shall be responsible for the conduct and behavior of such caddies.
· Caddies must wear smooth rubber- soled shoes, preferably Tennis shoes. Flip flop sandals and open toed shoes are not allowed. Players may contact club venues to determine caddy dress code.

Section 6:  Golf Club Regulations
All players must make sure that their golf clubs are in conformity with the LET specifications, and as mentioned in the HWPGT 2011-12 Hardcard.

Section 7:   Tournament Classifications
a. Co-sponsored Tournament: A tournament which is conducted by the WGAI or contracted for by the WGAI with a tournament sponsor.
b. Approved Tournament: A tournament which is endorsed and supported by the WGAI but for which there may no contract between the WGAI and the tournament sponsor
c. Open Tournament: A co-sponsored tournament for which all players are eligible internationally as well.
d. Invitational Tournament: A co-sponsored tournament whose participants are invited by the sponsors in accordance with categories fixed through an agreement with the WGAI
e. Foreign official Tournament: An official tournament which is not a domestic tournament.

Members of the WGAI Players Division are not permitted to play in conflicting events once the dates of the TOUR are finalized. Players competing in international tours must get approval from the WGAI Secretary General prior to the tour /event. Fine for breach [image: image10.png]


1,000/-
Section 8: Appearance of Players

Players in events co-sponsored or approved by the WGAI shall present a neat appearance, appropriate to the game of golf, in both clothing and grooming. "BLUE JEANS" shall not be worn at the tournament site during the week of the tournament. A WGAI tournament official shall interpret this regulation, subject to the approval of the WGAI Official. 

Prize Distribution – No slippers permitted

Dress Code – Smart Casuals

Breach of Rule – Fine of [image: image11.png]


 1000.00

Section 9:  Amateur Players Section
· Amateur Entries: 

a)  Any Amateur playing in the WGAI events should have a Maximum Handicap of -12 

b)  Amateur should be on the Top 15 on the Order of Merit on the IGULC   

     Amateur/Junior Tour.
c)  A minimum of 2 years playing experience on the IGU Ladies Section
· Players will tee off from the same tees as Professional Players.
· Entries for Amateur Player close 15 days prior to registration i.e practice round of the Tournament.
· Entry Fee is non refundable unless due to medical reason. 
· Accompanying Wards/ Parents of Amateur Players will have to pay for facilities as per club rules at all venues.
· Accompanying Wards/Caddies of Players using official WGAI Transport at designated venues will be charged a nominal fee. 
· Amateurs will receive a token prize, even if there is only one participant.
· Amateur players will adhere to tournament guidelines section (4) for practice rounds.
· PLAYING STANDARDS OF MAX SCORING:

Any tournament participant who records a score of +16 or over in the first round of a tournament must retire from the tournament. This regulation shall be 

implemented at the Tournament Director’s discretion having taken into 

consideration prevailing conditions.

· Amateur players must be present at all prize distribution functions.
· Amateur Players must adhere to Section-7 of Players Guidelines for Dress Code.
HERO Women’s Indian Open 2011

· Mandatory to play in five of the first eight events to be eligible for the dynamic Order of Merit to receive exemption to play in the HERO Women’s Indian Open 2011.

· The top twelve players of the HERO dynamic Order of Merit post eight legs will entitle players an entry into the Championship

· Three spots will be reserved by WGAI as discretionary exemptions.

Tournament Director:  Ms. Shalini Malik
Executive Board WGAI - November 2011

